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the principles which he thought to underlie
them.

It had been his custom for many years to
jot down words which he met in reading,
and failed to find in dictionaries, and his la-
bors upon the Spelling-Book and Grammar
had familiarized him with the task of dis-
criminating and defining, and had also dis-
closed to him the deficiencies in that respect
of current dictionaries. In 1806 he pub-
lished " A Compendious Dictionary of the
English Language," in which he announced,
with an amusing foretaste of the larger
claims of the " Unabridged," that it con-
tained five thousand more words than were
to be found in the best English compends.
The Dictionary was rendered still more use-
ful by taking under its protection various
tables of moneys and weights, an official list
of all the post-offices in the United States,
the number of inhabitants in the several
States, and new and instructive chronolog-
ical tables. This, by the way, was the first
occasion, I think, when a word-book had de-
parted from the customary boundaries of
such literature. I have been able to find
but one precedent, Dyche and Pardon's Die-